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1339 Gull Toxicant

DRC 1339, CPT-HCl
3-Chloro-p-toluidine HCl
3-Chloro-4-methylbenzenamine HCl

100.0 SUBMISSION PURPOSE AND LABEL INFORMATION:

100.1 Submission Purpose.

To revise the label to remove the geographical restriction of "North Eastern United
States” and to add an additional target species.

100.2 Formulation Information.

3-Chloro-4-methylbenzenamine HCl ~ 98%

Inert ingredients 2%
100%

100.3 Application Methods, Rates, and Directions for Use:

Two tenths of an ounce of 1339 is mixed with one pound of margarine to make a
1.2% application formulated toxicant. One-half ounce of the mixture is spread on a
slice of bread then covered by another slice of bread and the entire "sandwich" is cut
into nine equal cubes. Since the type and thickness of the bread is not specified, the
final concentration of the poisoned bait cannot be calculated.

. The gull toxicant will be used "only in coastal breeding areas or in colonies
within predation radius of important nesting colonies of tems, puffins, laughing gulls
or other colonial nesting birds from March 1 to June 30 each year". The number of
toxic baits used will not exceed five times the number of target gulls.

The target areas are to be pre-baited with untreated bread cubes. The poisoned
bread will be broadcast or placed in or near nesting colonies of the target gull species.
After April 20 application will be made near or in the nests.

A search will be made for baits that have been regurgitated or not eaten and for
dead gulls within 48-72 hours. They will be removed and "properly" disposed

100.4 Target Organisms:

The current target organisms are Herring gulls (Larus argentatus) and Great black-
backed gull (L. marinus). The registrant wishes to add the Ring billed gull (L.
delawarensis).

100.5 Precautionary Labeling:

The label includes precautionary statements for "Hazards to human and domestic
animals", "Endangered species considerations”, "Storage and Disposal" and "Restricted
use pesticide”. These precautionary labels are the same -as those on the present label.
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101.0 HAZARD ASSESSMENT:

DRC 1339 has a long history of development by the Denver Wildlife Research Center.
They have conducted toxiCity tests upon a great variety of animals. They submitted
the results for the original registration (1975) but have not "written-up" the
experiments and submitted them for formal review with the exception of three aquatic
invertebrate tests that were submitted to fulfil the conditions of the original registration.
All three were judged to be invalid. The three invertebrate tests have not been
resubmitted since then and DRC was not aware that they had been disapproved (E.W.
Schafer, telephone conversion, November 1, 1988). '

101.1 Adequacy of Toxicity Data:

The results of the unreviewed tests would have caused DRC 1339 to be classified as
being 1) "moderately toxic to practically non-toxic" to wild mammals (oral LD,s of
100-2,000 mg/kg), 2) "moderately toxic to slightly toxic" to fish (LC50s of 5.3 to 38
mg/kg), 3) "very highly toxic to highly toxic" to small perching birds (oral LD,s of
1.0-50 mg/kg), 4) moderately toxic to raptors (oral LDys of 100-421 mg/kg). A later
submission for an Experimental Use Permit (1987) for CPT listed an exception for the
DRC 1339 raptor range for the barn owl (LD, of 4.2 mg/kg, very highly toxic).

It is very highly toxic to hemring gulls (oral LDy, 2.9 mg/kg), one of the target
species.

Unreviewed results showed no effect in tests for secondary poisoning for cats,
swine, cooper’s hawks, marsh hawks, and sparrow hawks.

101.2 Adequacy of Labeling:

The label includes precautionary statements for "Hazards to human and domestic
animals”, "Endangered species considerations", "Storage and Disposal" and "Restricted
use pesticide”. The "Environmental Hazards" label states, " Do not contaminate water
by the cleaning of equipmtent [or] disposal of waste". This should now be phrased,
"Do not contaminate water when disposing of equipment washwaters".

101.3 Exposure:

In order to reduce exposure of nontarget species to DRC 1339, the area to be poisoned
will be prebaited to encourage ready acceptance by the target gulls, the uneaten and
regurgitated baits and the carcasses will be removed with in 72 hours, application will
be made only in and around nesting areas near important nesting areas of the species
of birds that the registrant wishes to protect. After April 20 the bait will be placed in
or near the nests of the target birds by hand.

101.4 Hazards to Nontarget Organisms:

The 1975 application stated that, in previous use, no nontarget carcasses had been
recovered except an occasional crow. Because of the measures that will be taken to
reduce nontarget exposure, the apparent low toxicity to mammals and the practice of
baiting only on dry land, the hazard to nontarget organisms is judged to be acceptable.
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101.5 Endangered Species Considerations:

Because of the close supervision of the baiting procedure and the high training of the
applicators (USFWS personnel), it is believed that the threat to endangered species
would be minimal if the ring-billed gull were added to the target species list and the
geographical restriction of the North Eastern states were removed. Since the nature of
the poisoning program is spotty, especially in the southem portions of the breeding
areas of the target gulls where their colonies are fewer, local conditions may
necessitate additional protection for some endangered species, the most likely being the
Bald eagle (Haliaeetus leucocephalus). ,

101.6 Discussion:

EEB finds no objections to the proposed changes to the labeling of Gull Toxicant 1339
as described. Since it was registered in 1975, it has never undergone a thorough
review of its laboratory toxicity tests or nor has it had a stringent field trial to
determine its impact in the field. It is quite possible that the Denver Wildlife Research
Center (APHIS: USDA) has the data and could assemble it into acceptable reports.

102.0 CONCLUSIONS:

The proposed changes in' the label of Gull Toxicant 1339 would not cause undue
danger to nontarget species. However, in order to avoid additional threats to
endangered species, the "RESTRICTED USE PESTICIDE" label should be modified to
read, "For use only by the U. S. Department of Agriculture personnel trained in bird
control or persons under their direct supervision and then only after consultation with
the U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service to ensure that there will be no impact on
endangered species”. The added portion has been italicized; it need not italicized on
the label. The last sentence of the "Environmental Hazards" label should be changed
to, "Do not contaminate water when disposing of equipment washwaters".

103.0 RECOMMENDATIONS:
N/A.

104 REVIEW BY:

James J. Goodyear, Biologist, Sectioh 1 Signature: Wt/

Ecological Effects Branch

Environmental Fate and Effects Division (TS-796C) Date: Z_Zz\g 2. /258
105. APPROVED BY:
Raymond W. Matheny, Head, Section 1 Signature: v

Ecological Effects Branch
Environmental Fate and Effects Division (TS-796C) ate:___ I
James W. Akerman, Chief Signature: W ‘; %’

Ecological Effects Branch , gy W/
Environmental Fate and Effects Division (TS-796C) Date: \
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